Antibody response of patients against a 120 kDa surface protein of Campylobacter pylori.
Campylobacter pylori strains were isolated and serum samples were obtained from 63 patients. Immunoblots of 52 patients sera using their own isolates as antigen showed a 120 kDa band, which was missing in the other 11 isolates and the respective sera. This band was not detected in other Campylobacter species. Effects of trypsin treatment of bacteria and absorption of sera by live organisms suggest a C. pylori-specific surface protein.